
Copyright © McGraw-Hill Education
Types of Maps

Topographic Maps
• A contour line connects points of equal elevation on a topographic map.

• The difference in elevation between two side-by-side contour lines is called the 
contour interval.
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Topographic Maps
• Index contours are contour lines labeled 

with a number that indicates the elevation.
• Depression contour lines have hachures, 

or short lines at right angles to the contour 
line, to indicate the direction of elevation 
change.
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